Interactions between rat C-reactive protein and adult Hymenolepis diminuta.
Interactions between adult Hymenolepis diminuta and rat C-reactive protein (CRP) were investigated in vivo and in vitro. Using an ELISA technique, serum levels of CRP were monitored in rats infected with 100 cysticercoids. Although infection increased the level of this protein in the early stages of parasitization, the increase was not significant until 35 days post-infection (p.i.). Secondary infections did not enhance the response. When H. diminuta was cultured in the presence of CRP, reduced worm motility and opaque areas were observed and electron microscopical studies revealed shedding of microtriches and lysis of the tegument. Initially, damage was restricted to the strobila which correlated with the regional distribution of phosphorylcholine as visualized using immunofluorescence.